(a| providing a plurality of successive offset lithographic sheet-fed printing 
stations for printing images on cut paper sheets: 

(j^ providing one or more flexographic printing stations prior to at least one of 

i 

said offset lithographic stations for printing a flexographic image on each of said cut paper sheets. 



ftarh nf said flex ographic printing stations comprising: 



having an image 



(n a blanket cylinder, said blanket cylinder including a flexographic plate 
thereon for transferring a flexographic image to said blanket cylinder; 




an anilox roller for applying a flexographic image to said flexographic 
plate on said blknket [cylinder: and 



(3) an impression cylinder in image-transferring relationship with said 
blanket cvlinddr for transferring said flexographic image from said blanket cylinder to said substrate: 



at least one o 



lithography fo r 



said succeeding printing stations being a lithographic printing station using offset 



printing additional images on top of said flexographic image on each sheet: and 



(c) providing a high-velocity air dryer associated with the impression cylinder of 
each flexograAhic printing station for drying the flexographic image printed on each sheet. 



92. The /nethod of Claim 91 wherein the printing of the flexographic image is 
accomplished by tHb ^lyfe^oller being mounted in an auxiliary retractable coater unit adapted to 



engage said flexoyaphic plate on said blanket. 



93. / jJe method of Claim 91 wherein the printing of the flexographic image is 



accomplished by the anilox roller being mounted in a dedicated flexographic printing station. 

94. Methoo of combining offset lithographic and flexographic printing in a continuous 
in-line sheet-fed^^es^^)nbining the steps of 

ta) providing a plurality of successive offset lithographic sheet-fed printing 
stations for/printing images on one or both sides of each of a succession of cut paper sheets: 
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hi providing one or more flexographic stations prior to at least one of said offset 
lithographic statfons for printing a flexographic image on one side of each of s aid cut paper sheets. 
each flexograpp/c printing station comprising: 

(1) a blanket cylinder, said blanket cylinder including a flexographic plate 
having an ima^e thereon for transferring a flexographic image to said blanket cylinder: 

£2} an anilox roller for applying a flexographic image to said flexographic 
plate on saidlbfe ikel cylinder: and 

£3} an impression cylinder in image-transferring relationship with said 
blanket cvljl^der for transferring said flexographic image firom said blanket cylinder to said s ubstract: 
{c} providing at least one succeeding printing station being a lithographic printing 
station usi^g offset lithography for printing or or more images on the reverse side o f the side on 



which said 



flexographic image was printed: and 



(d) providing a high velocity air dryer associated with the impression cylinder of 
each flexobraphic printing station for drying the flexographic image printed on each sheet. 



95. TRe method of Claim 94 wherein the printing of flexographic images is accomplished 
by the anilox ri we ^^irtk mounted in an auxiliary retractable coater unit adapted to engage said 
flexographic /late on said blanket cylinder. 

96. ' Th^ethod of Claim 9 1 wherein the printing of flexographic images is accomplished 
y the anilox rpiler being mounted in a dedicated flexographic printing station. 



97. Apparatus 



a multicolored image on 



of sheets in a continuous 



for a combined lithographic and flexographic printing process for printing 



succession of sheets comprising: 



(a) a p luralitv of successive printing stations for printing an image on a succession 




n-lina pEPcess. said printing stations including both lithographic and one 



or more flexographic prin 



ing station: 



rb) eacp 

m 

having an image thereon f( 



of said flexographic printing stations having: 



a blanket cylinder, said blanket cylinder including a flexographic plate 
r transferring a flexographic image to said blanket cylinder: 
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m an anilox roller for applying a flexoeraphic to said flexographic plate 
on said blanket cvlindjfer: and 

(3) an impression cylinder in an image-transfer relationship with said 
blanket cylinder fotf transferring said flexographic color image from said blanket cylinder t o each of 



the succession of 




at least one of /aid succeeding of printing stations being a lithographic printing stations usi ng offset 
lithography mv printing additional images on top of said flexographic image: and 

(c) a high yelocitv air dn/er associated v^ith the impression cylinder of each 
flexograptfcc printing stations for quickly drying the flexographic image printed on each sheet. 



98. I Tha^pparatus of Claim 97 wherein the printing of flexographic images is 
accomplishefl b\(l^anilox roller being mounted in an auxiliary retractable coater unit adapted to 



engage said tlexo graphic plate on said blanket cyhnder. 



The apparatus of Claim 97 where in the printing of flexographic images is 
accomplished by the anilox roller being mounted in a dedicated flexographic printing station. 



100. \ Apparatus for a combined lithographic and flexographic printing process for printing 
ulticolored images on a succession of sheets, comprising: 



a plurality of successiye printing stations for printing images on one or both 
sides of a succes^on of sheets in a continuous in-line process said printing stations including both 
lithographic and oi^^or^^e flexographic printing stations: 

(b} \ each of said flexographic printing stations having: 

(JQ a blanket cylinder, said blanket cylinder including a flexographic plate 
having an image therein for transferring a flexographic image to said cylinder: 

ft2) an anilox roller for applying a flexographic image to said flexographic 
plate on said plate cvlincier: and 
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